@he Philadelphia Inguirer

HWinner 0/f 20" Sulitzer Sruzes

SUNDAY MAY 6, 2018 | ESTABLISHED IN 1829 | KiLIPHILLYINQUIRER | | C |

$3

NEWS AROUND THE CLOCK

Advocate for children whom society has failed

inders as fat as phone books are
Bpi.led high atop Nadeem Bezar's
desk. Amassed for a civil trial since
10-yearold Ethan Okula’s death, thou-
sands of pages worth of court documents
are what it takes to detail how many peo-
ple let this kid down.
1¢s ll the papersiork and scrutiny and
concern his case should have garnes
while he was sl aliv.
ezar is a lawyer for
Kine & Specter, and he
specializes in_these
types of cases. The chil-
w!| dren whom the system
fails. The ones who need
the most attention, and
sometimes, heart
W ingly, get the least.

Ethan died in July 2016
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nored by a fos\er ‘mother who now faces
criminal ch:
Bezar look the case in 2017, in the hope

of winning civil damages against the child
welfare agencies that placed Ethan with

that foster mother and failed to make Lawyer Nadeem Bezar specializes in filing cases on behalf of children who have been
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LDREN on B2 abused or neglected.
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A voice for children many failed
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Fihan with a foster mother whose
licensing had lapsed and who was
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agencies tasked with his care. The
sole beneficary is is ltle brother,
Wwhos still in foster care,

Tn his ofice, Bezar cleared the
s off his desk. T make room for
the next cas,
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