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Trial to Begin for Cobbs Creek Abduction Suspect

August 18, 2014

Jury selection is scheduled to begin Monday for a woman accused of kidnapping a 5-year-old girl and
then taking her to a home where she was sexually assaulted.

Christina Regusters, 20, faces 15 charges including two counts of involuntary sexual intercourse with
a child, aggravated assault, kidnapping, corruption of a minor and unlawful restraint of a minor.

On January 14, 2013, Regusters allegedly dressed up in Muslim clothing to appear as the child’s
mother, and kidnapped the kindergartner from William C. Bryant Elementary School. According to
police, Regusters then walked the girl to a home on the 6200 block of Walton Avenue where the
sexual assault took place.

The child was found by a passerby a day later. She was sitting alone in the cold at an Upper Darby
playground, before sunrise, wearing only an over-sized T-shirt. Investigators say they later found
Regusters' DNA on the T-shirt the child was wearing and used that evidence to arrest Regusters on
February 14, 2013.

Regusters has been held at the Northampton County Correctional Facility. She was moved to the
county prison after she was assaulted in a Philadelphia prison facility.

Shortly after the case broke in January last year, Tahsiyn Ismaa’eel started a Facebook group

called Before They Strike Again. The group is dedicated to keeping the community updated about the
details of the case, many of which Ismaa'eel felt were confusing.

Ismaa’eel, 58, said she believes that there were other people involved in the crime.

"I know that pretty much from the group and just people that I talk with in my immediate circle,
they’ve never believed that there was just only one person involved. Just by the level of the crime, I
never believed that one female would go and do such a heinous crime," she said.

"Everybody is painting her as a monster right now but I still view her as a human being. She’s a
female and I believe she’s a female that was likely manipulated by a male."


https://www.facebook.com/pages/Before-They-Strike-Again/183358331787970

In the weeks following Regusters' arrest, both her attorney W. Fred Harrison, Jr. and the attorney for
the family of the victim Thomas Kline were vocal about their belief that more people were involved in
the abduction.

"The information I have suggests that there are other individuals probably involved in this case,"
Harrison told NBC10.com shortly after Regusters was charged.

The Philadelphia District Attorney's Office convened a grand jury investigation in March of last year.
The results of that investigation led to Reguster's indictment in late April. The full findings from the
investigation, which may shed some light on the reasoning behind the single arrest, have yet to be
released to the public.

Attorney Tom Kline says he and the victim's family remain hopeful that all of the
people involved in the crime will eventually be arrested and charged for their
involvement in the crimes.

"We’re hopeful that the DA's office will continue to vigilantly hunt down the remaining
individuals involved. We have heard Ms. Regusters’ own lawyer, Mr. Harrison, state
that there were additional individuals involved and we also believe that there were
other individuals involved," Kline said.

"There are some answered and many unanswered questions that remain in this
terrible tragedy but there is the pressure of an upcoming criminal trial in the summer
and we hope to uncover fully what happened here."

For Ismaa'eel, the single arrest is an eerie reminder that, if others were involved in the crime, they
are still out there. Still, she said she remains hopeful that the full truth of what happened will
eventually be revealed.

"I don’t know why she’s the only one who got arrested. If Regusters was only a pawn, then that
means that you have a monster out there that can still strike again; that means none of our children
are safe," she said.

"Eventually the facts come out. At this point we’re just being patient and I anticipate she will talk at
some point. I know she has a story to tell."

Last March, the family of the young girl sued the school district, accusing them of “reckless
indifference.” The lawsuit also names Reginald, LittleJohn, 64, who was the substitute teacher in the
girl’s class the day she was abducted, as one of the defendants.


http://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/local/Cobbs-Creek-Abduction-Lawsuit-252473311.html

Jury selection for Regusters’ trial is scheduled to begin at 10 a.m. on Monday.



