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Man, 20, awarded $2.5M in damages after drug gave

him breasts

VINNY VELLA,
Daily News Staff Writer

AN ALABAMA man who grew
enormous breasts after taking an
antipsychotic drug as a boy was
awarded $2.5 million in damages
in a Philadelphia court yesterday
against the Johnson & Johnson
subsidiary that makes the pill.

A Common Pleas jury con-
cluded that Austin Pledger, now
20, "was not adequately
warned" that he would grow
size 46DD breasts as a side ef-
fect of using Risperdal, pro-
duced by Janssen Pharmaceuti-
cals, according to his lawyer,
Thomas Kline.

"This trial is important pub-
licly," Kline told the Daily News
yesterday, ""because it provided
for the first time a public win-
dow into the real risks of this
drug."

A spokeswoman for Janssen, lo-
cated in Titusville, N.J., said the
firm is "disappointed" and "be-
lieves this verdict should be over-
turned," claiming that Risperdal's
side effects were clearly commu-

nicated to Pledger, his family and
the prescribing doctor.

Pledger, a native of Thorsby,
Ala., was first prescribed the drug
in 2002 by his family physician,
Kline said.

At the time, Risperdal was not
approved by the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration for use in
children - Pledger, who has au-
tism, was 8 years old when the
prescription was written - and its
label reported that the risk of
gynecomastia, a condition that
causes men to grow female
breasts, was low, according to
Kline.

However, in 2006, the FDA ap-
proved Risperdal's use as a schiz-
ophrenic aid for children and is-
sued new label information that
said the drug contained high lev-
els of prolactin, a hormone that
promotes breast growth, Kline
said.

By that time, Pledger already
had begun to develop breasts. To
this day, Pledger has female-like
breasts that can only be removed
through a mastectomy, Kline said.

Robyn Reed Frenze, Janssen's
director of product communica-
tion, said that the firm rejects the-
se claims and that the FDA-
approved label "properly warned"
the boy's family "of the medica-
tion's potential side effects."”

She added that Pledger's "quality
of life was significantly improved
during the time he was taking
Risperdal."

The jurors apparently disagreed.

Pledger's case is the first of
more than 1,200 filed in Philly
over Risperdal to be settled, ac-
cording to Kline.



