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above in his
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ago: They're “too
smart and too
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down to.”
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Kigin after $51M SEFTA verdict
with Sharell and Deneen Hall

by Paul Davies
Daily News Staff Writer

Mark McGuire and Sammy S5osa have
nothing on Tom Kline
% cmerged as The ~Babe Ruih™ of
| injury Utigation, as oné attorney
put an

Kline |s the Philadeiphia lawyer who
cleaned SEPTA'S clock In the 55i-million
verdict aflter n subway asCalator accident
ripped off & 4-yenr-0ld bo sl

I'he victory for the boy, Shoareil Hall, and
hiz mother, Deneen Hall, caps a 14+month
rup in which Kline has smacked quite n
few ont af the park

IHe’s showing

lot of class

$51M lawyer credits teaching experience

Since October 19%€, Kline has won four
chses with verdicts totaling 51143 milllon
Anmher dozen cases scitled for multi-mil
lion dollar payouts

"Il major injury litigation were baseball,
Tom Kline would be Babe Buih,” sald Ger
ard . Bernhardl Jr., a Center City lawyer
who also handies porsonal-injury cases

Like star athletes, Kline Is well compen-
ssled for his work. Barring a reduction
irom appeals, Kline's cot on the four re-
centl caes he won 18 estimated a1 more
than 530 million. Bul anlike many spailed
nthletes, Kline is not doing it for the glory,
observers say.

“There are |05 of good lawyers who Jost

NICE RIDE FOR LAWYERS: Page 5

do their job,” said Judge Mark . Bernstein
“Bul with Tom Kline, you can fell he
cares.”

Kline oflén represents the poor or disen-
[ranchised. Many have beon maimed or
mistreated by doctors, hospitals or drog
companies @ sharcs a special bond
with mistreated cancer pathents, since hoth
of his parents died from the disease,

Kline, 52, mkes on powerful institutions
with a vengeance. By the time Kline got
through with SEPTA éarlier 1his month,
the transil agency did naot éven
dafense. The jury awarded Kline's cliont a
whopping 551 million. The SEPTA verdict
is just the biggest in a long line a lucrative
vicharies for Klinge

In the carly 19805, Kline won o 555 mil-
lion verdict against the makers of the

Sen KLINE Nest Page
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Cormtreed from Precodng Page

Dnlkon Shield = then 1he largest
|udgment sgainst tho company
One client sent Kline a note
that said he was tha only lswyer
¢ knew who sued for 51 milk
lion and settled for §1.2 million

In a similar case, Kline to
the opposition what 11 would
take to settle before the trial. Al
ler each trial day, Kline said the
e would incresse by §100,000
After b : days of waiching
Eline in conr, (he case seitled

T'o Kline's cradit, evan tha de
fense lswyers he [sces volce
nothing bul praise. Delonse law.
yer Richard Galll told o jury that
Eling could Cross-Exam
wontherman nnd get him 19
change his forecast

A Penn cancer speclallst In a
different trinl said he askod sev:
eral doctors at 1he hospital
*Who's the malprectice lawye
you're most zlfraid of?™ The unan
Imous reply: Tom Kline

Eline’s apecial talent comes
Irom an ability to conmect with
juries. Desplta Kline’s penchant
r $2.000 black sulis and design-
glas=es, his genuing concérn
ines throwgh. Kline can take a
complicated case and separate
right from wrong. Alter plaving

s hoad, he goes for the

SEPTA case, the [irst
plece of avidence Kling intro
duced was redls ripped biack
stcaker by his lorm
sock and shredded §
the end of trinl "\-hﬂrt'ﬂ N pee
Into cour mother remaove
his prost caled his rolled in 6 course
butchered limb. Some jurors complete the work
lsoked mway I horror Others e | me [rom we call
cried that a dropol Kline said

Creodd trind Iawyers perform in In another case, boxer Dennid
eourt. o a case involving o deal ichardson hsd o blood clof
and Blind boy nam erupl in his brain, wrning him
1 1 im0 a vegatable. The sccident oc-
curred aller Richardson bhad 1o

0., LWLLE LR
Attorney Thomas Hiine flelds
questions after winning $51
millign for Shareif Hall left)

complished doclor, said heé én-
but did not

[a]
the sama name. Kling

] oRe-man sherw Wit more than an
hoer for an ambu-

Trial as The
.IILI in which he re

the da-
s¢ tried to offer a

godng 1o
rh wal,  Elind
years leach

;I' a 51 milh
He he

derod

or called for o taxi
And when i
ar chb didn
wha! did wvou do?
Kline nsked the wii-
T,

mains
ni Mar
middie
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radars
i tod
Ik down
s

d Mike & ke candy
erytime | stand op 1
specch | k 3 -
s riding on what |

same way calling for i - -
manded ag
i Kline's cases are mal- The case settbed for “n ton of Omn the wall is » typed lelter ary school and r i

practic y agninyt presti money,” he said {rom hbis father dated 1549 1hal roed 1o law ae L Ihose are. big
hospitals and doctors: Kling cufs " remds, in part, °1 know Dugquesni ilver sinkes.”

through complicated medical jar Thomas B Kline wes born in and | will always be A Litthe more 1han a w r
gon. Blg words use ‘s, an old coal lown V Kline's upbringing kecps spEnl B VEEr A SEPTA trinl, KH

Eline
the Poconos. His fa- him grounded and helps |||n' e for =
- managed a dress late 1o his clients
r.|_1 his mother, Jeannd, 1 take avery «
memaker who raised 10 remind mysel
skster from,” he sald
‘s parenta shaped his val KEline was the [i 118 famk II [:' with Sha .|I | 1‘\-|.-!l o,
.d work ethic. In Eline's of- 1y to go to college. He graduated  US, Sen. Arlen Spo
Im one case & delense Team wit ¢ {5 his baseball mitt with a [rom Albright College in 1949 Philadeiphia magar named
rmal education in  ball 'u|-\,| ed by Ted Williams that  and recelved a mastar’s in Ameri- Kline and clor the lop person :u:\l'] er!.l.- a.‘u:l'l wa'."
o alogy. Kline asked about  his dad caught in Yankee Stadl- can history from Lehigh Univer sl injury lawyers in the city, and “They are going o b on 1he
his schooling. The wilness, an sc-  om sity in 1971, He began teaching  Klinge was selected 1o the Inmer  hot seal” he sald. @

like “hypertens
ed inlo
i

CAN
where [ cnmg

ta tell onply r-.n-‘
Those caught in Kl
nashalrs en |eave the wil-
néss siand in a pool of swesl

elall |




