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No crime or
punishment

he city of Phila-
delphia paid a
record $4.4 mil-
lion to an un-
armed man that
police officers mistakenly
shot in the face and leg.

As part of the settlement,
the Police Department
agreed to implement some
common-sense reforms.
But more than two years
after the incident, ques-
tions remain about the
shooting and handling of
the investigation.

For starters, the depart-
ment’s Use of Force Re-
view Board concluded the
officers violated deg:rl-

ve

ment policy, but they

B coitoriaL

The city paid a record $4.4
million to an unarmed man
shot by two police officers,
but accountability is lacking.

never been punished. Dis-
trict Attorney Seth Will-
iams took a pass on prose-
cuting the officers, which
has left it to plaintiffs’ at-
torney Thomas R. Kline to
seek justice and push the
Police Department to im-
plement the reforms.
Something is wrong with
this picture when a local
attorney does more to look
out for the safety of citi-
zens and improve the quali-
ty of policing than the
city’s highest law enforce-
ment official. Mayor Ken-
ney's office called the
shooting “an unfortunate,

regrettable series of
events.” Talk about an un-
derstatement.

Philippe Holland, a com-
munity college student
who was working nights as
a delivery man for a pizza
shop, had just delivered a
cheeseburger to a house in
West Philadelphia in April
2014 when he heard gun-
shots ring out. Sensing
trouble as an unmarked
car swerved down the
street, Holland quickly slid
into the passenger-side
door of his Ford Taurus.

Two men approached

Holland's car. As one
shined a flashlight into his
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face, Holland saw the oth-
er had a gun.

Holland, then 20, pan-
icked and tried to pull
away. The two men — who
were plainclothes police of-
ficers — began spraying
bullets at Holland’s car.
Fourteen shots were fired
in all. Two bullets hit Hol-
land in the leg. Another
bullet struck him in the
face. The officers put Hol-
land in handcuffs and pat-
ted him down for weapons.
No weapons were found,
but he was still taken to
the hospital in handcuffs.

The officers said they
yelled “Stop! Police!” sev-
eral times. But Holland
and a witness said they
never heard the officers
identify themselves.

The subsequent investi-
gation was shoddy. A ser-
geant transported the two
officers involved to the sta-
tion together — rather
than separately — which al-
lowed them time to dis-
cuss the shooting before of-
fering their individual ver-
sions of the event. Three
eyewitnesses offered to
give statements, but were
told by a police officer to
leave the scene.

As part of the settle-
ment, the city rightly
agreed to implement a
new protocol that includes
a training video for plain-
clothes officers.

Meanwhile, a bullet re-
mains lodgeci in Holland's
jaw, while fragments are in
his brain. He suffers from
seizures, which prevent
him from driving a car.
And the taxpayers are out
$4.4 million. An innocent
man was shot. But sadly it
took a civil lawyer to bring
about some accountability.




