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BREAKING
THEIR
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Eight alleged sexual-abuse victims face the man they
say stole their childhoods with unspeakable crimes

‘Jerry had a wonderful
reputation,” testified

" former Penn State
Assistant Coach
Richard Anderson.

efore they ever came face-
to-face in Bellefonte, Pa.’s
Centre County Court
House, even the different
ways accused pedophile
Jerry Sandusky and eight of his
alleged victims entered the white-
pillared building said a lot. San-
dusky, a once-respected Penn State
assistant football coach, smiled for
cameras outside. But the eight anon-
ymous witnesses, still stalked by
shame, hid their faces behind hats,
glasses or, in one case, abag.

Inside the courtroom, though,
where Sandusky is on trial for 51
counts of sexually abusing 10 boys
over a 15-year span, there came a
reversal of power: They were strong,
he was weak. Though at times the
young men could not bear to look at
their alleged tormenter, the eight
alleged victims—now aged 18 to 28—
shared their living nightmares with
the court and in so doing helped
build a solid case against Sandusky,
68, who hasbeen living under house
arrest since December. One after
another, they told how they had met
the football icon through his charity
Second Mile, which he founded
ostensibly to aid disadvantaged kids
but which also provided access to
vulnerable boys. Tearful at times,
they told how he gave gifts of sports
gear, clothing and trips before cor-
nering them at sleepovers or in
locker-room showers. They
“described the pattern of manipula-
tion and pieced together the picture

THE COURT

Bellefonte is
11 miles from
Penn State;"
some jurors %
arealumni. 3
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of a serial child abuser,” says former
sex-crimes prosecutor Rich DeSipio,
who is not involved with the case.

One horrific detail chased another.
“He was wrapping himself around me,”
said Victim 7. “I'd sometimes scream,”
said Victim 9, biting his nails, “but who
would hear me in the basement? His
wife [was home] but she was upstairs.”
In a whisper, this victim confirmed the
description of multiple rapes. Asked to
point out the perpetrator, he responded,
“I don’t want to look at him.” Gently
pushed to respond, he glanced toward
the defense table and said, “That’s Jerry.”

Sandusky—who could face life in
prison if convicted—himself appeared
uncowed by his accusers’ graphic tes-
timony, even seeming to take care to
look them in the eye. A heavier toll
appeared on the face of Dottie San-
dusky, at her husband’s side only on
day one, before Judge John Cleland
ordered all potential witnesses seques-
tered. One observer who sat near Mrs.
Sandusky noticed her severe weight
loss and said, “She wasn’t crying, but
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Sandusky did notlook
“like a man who faces
the rest of hislifein
jail,” says Victim 5’s
attorney Tom Kline.

shelooked like she had been—alot.”

After the prosecution rested, the
defense team,led by Joe Amendola, did
not address specific claims. Instead,
they put up witnesses like former Penn
State assistant coach Richard Anderson,
who testified that it isn’t unusual for
coaches to shower with their charges;
they suggested that victims colluded to
get rich in a civil suit (though not all
have retained lawyers); they claimed
that Sandusky suffers from “histrionic
personality disorder.” Says DeSipio:
“The defense is all but saying he has a
mental condition making him overly
seductive with children. That’s the defi-
nition of a pedophile.”

Already the scandal-weary Penn
State community is braced for civil suits
from some of the alleged victims, and
the prosecution, on perjury charges, of
former university vice president Gary
Schultz and former athletic director
Tim Curley. The state attorney general
has an “active and ongoing” investiga-
tion. “The trail winds from the janitor
who cleaned the showers...straight to
the president of the university,” says
Victim 5’s attorney Tom Kline. For
some of the victims, just saying out loud
what happened to them was a consola-
tion long in coming. “I hope the testi-
mony will be a turning point in his
recovery,” says Victim 4’s attorney Ben
Andreozzi. “He is relieved he’s had the
chance to put this behind him.”

Sandra Sobieraj Westfall. Nicole
Weisensee Egan in Bellefonte

Did the trial
leadtoa

murder?

The June 12 stabbing death of
Dennis Pegg, a former Boy Scout
leader and retired corrections of-
ficer, has shocked the small town
of Stillwater, N.J. Even more sur-
prising to some who knew the
victim and his alleged killers, Clark
Fredericks, 46, and Robert Reyn-
olds, 47, is the suggestion by
Fredericks’s family that Pegg, 68,
molested Fredericks when he was
a member of his troop in the
1970s, and that revelations from
the Sandusky trial may have trig-
gered the attack, which took place
in Pegg’s home. “If the allegations
[of sexual abuse] are true, they
happened roughly 40 years ago,”
says Sussex County First Assistant
Prosecutor Gregory Mueller.
“Whether there is a connection
between the two is being looked
at.” (So far there is no link to Reyn-
olds as an abuse victim, but
authorities are looking into reports
that there may be other victims.)
“It’s rage, the way this was done,”
Fredericks’s sister-in-law Carol told
the Star-Ledger.

“There’s a lot more to this story
that people don’t even know
about.” Added Fredericks’s mother,
Joan: “Young boys don't like to con-
fess these things to their mothers.”
But Pegg’s sister Nancy denied the
abuse allegations. “My family knows
nothing about it, and it never hap-
pened, as far as we know. We are
devastated.”
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